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12.24.19     John 3:16-18 

 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 

perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to 

save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe 

stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.” 

 

I love this night, with the songs, the special clothing, and most importantly the story of Christmas.  It has always 

been a special night.  Christmas Eve is filled with love.   

 

Love brings joy, but love also brings sadness, because your love of this night brings back memories of days 

gone by.  You think of wonderful moments you had with your children when they were younger, or times you 

had with your parents: moments that you’ll never get back on this side of heaven.  Memories of love bring joy 

and sadness simultaneously.  The wonderful thing is that the love of Christmas - in Jesus - brings a deeper and 

lasting joy that doesn’t depend on gifts under a tree or who is here to celebrate it with us.   

 

This night is about God’s love, and these aren’t just words.  The athlete says, “We love our fans!”   But what 

does that mean?  They love their fans because they cheer them on and buy tickets to their games.  But they 

don’t even know their fans.   They don’t do ANYTHING for their fans except to entertain them.  God’s love is 

more than that.  It’s about a gift that was given in the past, and yet a gift that keeps on giving into eternity.  

Christmas is a time when we get to see that gift and hold that gift.  The gift is a living and breathing human 

being.  The gift is God’s Son, wrapped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger.  This is God’s way of 

saying “I love you.”   

 

When you think of a baby, you might think, “How cute!”  But from a practical aspect you might ask, “What 

good is that baby going to do for me?  He’s just a baby. ”  In the movie the Lion King, Timon and Pumba first 

didn’t know what to do with the baby lion they found in the wild.  They wanted to leave it behind.  After a little 

talking with each other, they quickly recognized that the baby lion would grow up.  They were willing to feed 

and care for it knowing that it would later be their friend.  What about for us?   

 

We don’t have to feed him.  He feeds us.  We don’t have to put Him to bed.  He gives us a house and a home 

and sends His angels to keep us safe during the night.  We don’t have to take care of Him at all.  He’s grown far 

beyond that.  He is now grown to full man - and yet is full God.  He has the power to save us from this world 

and from death and from hell.  This is what God means when He says, “God so loved the world.”   

 

“God so loved the world,” seems to be a lie.  We see people dying.  We witness families disintegrate and 

nations fight and we say to ourselves, “God must hate this place.”  If He really loved the world then why 

doesn’t He do something about it?  But Christmas makes us ask, if God hates this place so much, why did He 

send His Son to live here?  Michigan fans don’t usually take tours of Ohio State and vice versa.  Nor do they 

send their children to go to the other school.  When the other school fails, the enemy rejoices.  You don’t 

voluntarily live in places you hate.   

 

But if God loves this place so much, why did He condemn it to death and destruction?  When a judge hands 

down a sentence, it doesn’t mean that the judge hates the person.  The judge is there to administer justice.  The 
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justice system can also work to deal with crime and keep criminals from committing crime.  The sentence can 

work to reform the prisoner.  So also, when you love someone, you don’t want them to fail.  You don’t want 

them to die.  So when you see a loved one drinking himself to death, you get angry about it.  When you see 

someone you love getting into an abusive relationship, you hate it.  You confront the person about it.  You 

judge them and say, “You need to stop this!”    Not because you hate them, but because you love them.  If God 

didn’t love us, He would have said nothing to us and done nothing about our sin.  He would have just let us all 

rot in our sins, joyfully playing ourselves into hell.   

 

Christmas is personal.  It shows us God’s love in the flesh.  I think of when I went to India.  It was sad to see 

such great poverty on the streets.  We had very sick people come up to us begging us for money.  Beforehand, 

we had bought a bunch of Tootsie rolls to give to people.  At our first stop, a man with elephantitis of the feet 

came up to us.  We gave him some candy, but before we knew it, there were ten other poor people around us 

begging us for more.  I became a little bit afraid that they were going to rob us or take something from us.  So 

we decided not to do that any more.  Contrast that with what God did in sending Jesus.  He KNEW what we 

would do to Him, and He KNEW what kind of sinful and rebellious world we lived in, but He sent His Son to 

come here and become SUSCEPTIBLE to us.  His Son entered into this world and decided to walk, sleep and 

eat in this world of sin.  He allowed sinners to talk with him.  He went into sinners houses to eat with them.  He 

wanted people to be attracted to Him and come to Him, even though it was dangerous.   

 

Jesus also entered into a hostile RELIGIOUS environment.  His own people had been led astray to think that 

they were acceptable to God because of their skin color.  They didn’t believe they were deserving of God’s 

wrath.  They didn’t know that they were hideous sinners in God’s sight.  They thought God would just accept 

them as they were.  They hated anyone that told them otherwise.  So Jesus didn’t just ignore sin.  He confronted 

it.  He exposed it.  He showed it for what it was.   He was truthful with them.  He didn’t do this because He 

hated His fellow Jews, but because He loved them.  He wanted them to repent and see their need for a Savior 

from sin.  He wanted them to see HIM as their Messiah.    

 

God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.   Those 

last two words are all important - it’s the HOW of God’s love - THROUGH him.  He sent His Son to actually 

BE the very thing he hates - to become sin - for us.  The only way that God could ultimately save us was if 

Jesus would be damned FOR US on the cross.  He couldn’t just let death touch Him.  He had to let it eat Him.  

So Jesus came to be looked at and blamed by God as being the ONLY and EVERY sinner on the cross.   When 

we see Jesus in the manger, we see the cross looming in the background.  This child is God’s sacrificial Lamb 

who came to take our sin.   

 

But where’s the catch?  With the devil there’s always a catch.  He promises us riches, if we just buy a lottery 

ticket, and another one, and another one.  The drug pusher promises happiness, just take this and swallow that.  

Now take more, and more, and more.  With Christmas there is no catch.   God so loved the world that he gave 

his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  Believing isn’t a 

doing - it is a receiving - it is a trust in the Word of the one who promised it.  God’s gift is ETERNAL LIFE!  

Jesus does it all, and we receive this gift through faith.    
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When we had our first child, an elderly lady came by with a big white basket in her hands for us to use.  I said, 

“Thanks!  A big basket.  What’s it for?”  She had a kick out of me.  It was officially called a bassinet, a small 

little basket that we could put our new baby in before he went in the crib.   

 

So many people don’t know what to do with Jesus.  It seems strange that we come here and sing songs to Him, 

tell Him we are sorry, beg Him for mercy, and pray to Him.  They’d rather put him in the category of Santa 

Klaus or the Grinch.  I’ll never forget a child who saw a picture of Jesus on a shirt and blurted out, “I hate 

Jesus.”  When he was asked “Why?” it was because he said, “Jesus always makes me do things I don’t want to 

do.”  To these people, Jesus remains nothing more than an ornament on a tree.  

 

What do we do with Jesus?  We believe in Him and the promises God makes to us about Him.  We don’t worry 

so much about the here and the now.  We realize this world is quickly decaying.  We hold onto Jesus for 

eternity!  Our remedy to death is not that we won’t die, but that after we die our bodies will be resurrected from 

the dead to go be with Jesus in heaven.  We believe that through faith in Jesus we are regarded as His special 

children, with His love and angelic care.  We view life differently, and that is a gift too.  We don’t measure it by 

how rich we are or how healthy we are.  We measure it by the fact that we we can hide under the cross and not 

fear God’s wrath.  We can hide behind Jesus’ perfect life and not feel a constant pressure to succeed in life.  

What a gift to know and actually believe that we are saved through this gift of Jesus.  What a gift to know that 

God works ALL things out for our good.  These are gifts that keep on giving day after day after day.   

  

Sometimes you receive a certain staple from your parents every year for Christmas.  I almost always get 

Lemonheads and soap from my parents.   They probably figure I will always stink, so I can never have too 

much soap.  Our faculty usually has a white elephant gift exchange.  There’s always one gift that keeps on 

making the rounds, it’s a hammer with a plug in chord.  It’s a gift that keeps on giving, because nobody wants 

it!   

 

This Jesus, He is a one time gift, but He is also a continual gift that keeps on giving every Christmas.  He is 

God’s gift of love to rescue a dying world.  That little baby—wrapped not in paper but in swaddling clothes, 

that little baby—placed not under a tree but in a manger, that little baby is the greatest gift you will ever be 

given. We don’t look at this baby and despise Him because of His helplessness.  We don’t look at Him and 

wonder to ourselves, “How much money is He going to cost me?”  We honor Him because He chose to become 

helpless, in order to do more than help us - but to save us.  He is God’s gift of love in forgiveness for a sinful 

world.  He is God’s gift of hope and joy in a sad and depressed world.  Enjoy Christmas this year with the gift 

that we want to keep on giving and keep on receiving, the gift of love, in Jesus.  Amen.   


